VALLEY LAND S|

Our Mission is to Educate and Build Alliances to protect our
uniquely productive California Central Valley farmland.
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PalyLiving

For the 10th year Palo Alto where almost 100 students day for many years, connect-
High School _ ~_ing the urban peo-

. students have £ W ple to where their
I_:md and been coming to i food comes

like us on the Magneson LR from. Our grati-
Face- Dairy near W tude goes out to

b ' Cressey to lear f 4| Charlie and Sally
ook! about water an é Magneson, Scott
land issues, the®_ ™= and Pam Magne-
dairy business,’ > o : AT / <3 son, John Mitchell,
and the chal- =~ &, SR S f & alongtime teacher
lenges forthe _ =it sk ' % in Livingston and
small farmer S N s Palo Alto high
and the Japanese Americansvisited various stations in-  schools, and all
who settled here as farm-  cluding our land use sta- the people who provided
ers. VLA has participated  tion. We have enjoyed information for a fun and
in this educational day participating in this special fruitful day on the farm.

NI Adventurous Begin /k\

President s 2M4g

In the early 2000s five citi- farm-

The Spotight Sl zens became alarmed at howand. Without
Vernal Pools 4 our Valley was developing inRochelle we
Annual Meeting 5 an unplanned way resulting iwould never
R ISA ey compromised air, water and have accom-
e iRl |and use.These five citi- plished what we

zens: Rochelle Koch, Rudy have; however,
Platzek, Charlie Magneson, she will now be*
Glenn Anderson and Jean moving to another Lt R:Rochelle, Charlie, Jean Glenn, Rudy
Okuye started a nonprofit orecommunity where | am sure surely will miss her but wish
ganization to educate and she will carry on making a her and the family the best.
build coalitions to protect oupositive difference.We

Phone: (209) 658435 E-mail: info@valleylandalliance.org
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Presi dent 0s Me s s.a

Every morning of my  pers.Our County Board of water export ordinance.
life the first thing | do is sit Supervisors were stunned  Okay, | know the routine
at my computer reading  that they had no prior by now. Don't fault the
news about ag related top- knowledge of a transfer of Merced County Board of
ics.| have a list of 20 pub- water of this magnitude Supervisors.Don't get
lications that | peruse on a until a day or stefore the them upset at yodo quote
daily or weekly ba- comment period was about a line given to me by one of
sis. Once | have estab- to close with the United them over and over again,
lished that an article would States Bureau of Reclama- "It is better to use sugar
be great for our website  tion. than vinegar.But, where
(valleylandalliance.orgl This water sale amounts exactly does the buck stop
send it over to my son, to 13,000 acre feet of water on this issue if not at the
Ross Avilla, who then up- per year for two years with feet of the board who is
loads it onto our web- a possible extension of two elected to protect county
site. This ritual has been  more years, at 1,000 dollars land and resourced¥hy is
part of my life for six or per acre foot.The deal, if it Merced County continually
seven years now. goes the entire four year  chasing issues from behind
When | began this adven- time period, would put 52 instead of being in the fore-
ture the bulk of our articles million dollars into these  front? Who makes policy at
were about urban sprawl, two farmers pockets in just the county level®ho is
then came High Speed Rail four short yearddow could responsible if not this
next up was fracking and  two farmers pump water  board, who do we look to
now it is water Aquifers, from beneath their land,  for leadership if not
water storage, drought, irri- send it by river over to Pat- them?They had nothing in
gation rationing, water terson, and nobody local is place to prevent this trans-
sales and water trans- deemed important enough fer, nothing even being dis-
fers...the list seems endlessto have any say in the mat- cussed.
and utterly hopeless at ter?Further, how could this It feels like nobody was
times. be done with very little at the helm obur ship
thought to potential impacts guiding it safely along in
| Ao Yoo to the aquifers, neighboring the waters, be they still or
farmers or Merced County swift, on this issueNobody

President Robby Avilla

—The only thing vece 5500

Liomph o el s Lor 050‘\ WO agriculture? was at the table, nobody
P _ \ After putting article after was looking forward to an
%o do m’f‘ﬂ‘“f‘y article up on our website  uncertain future and no-

for the better part of two  body, but nobodywvanted

years exclaiming the dan- to stir the potHopefully,

gers we are heading to- this sale that made so many
Recently a water sale thatwardsin further depletion  headlines will open some

was being proposed in of ouraquifers, this water eyes and start some policy

Merced County made head-sale was the straw that towards safeguarding our

lines in the Merced Sun broke this camel's natural resourcegut,

Star, The Fresno Bee, The back.Merced County is the again, | have to ask, why is

Sacramento Bee and the only county in the area that Merced County always lag-

Westside Connect newspa- has absolutely no ground- ging behind?

Edomnond, Dure

VALLEY LAND ALLIANCE HTTP://IWWW. VALLEY LANDALLIANCE.ORG


http://valleylandalliance.org/

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 1 PAGE 3

I h e S p Ot/lelcgehI spotlight, where take the light off ourselves and let it shine on

members of the community. We want to know what other people are doing and thinking.

Raising Awareness

By Ranjeet Jhutti

In my profession as an Electridisappeared from the radar of Spending time on a farm gave
cal Engineer working in Silicon society at large, and has been me an understanding of what it
Valley, | am constantly design- relegated to short trips to the lotakes to produce food that sus-
ing and troubleshooting systemsal grocery store. While succestains all of us. Similarly, | be-
to solve a given problem. Over in solving this problem of pro- lieve that easy and firsthand ac-
time | have realized that humanducing food has allowedusto cess t o farms can té
have an almost insatiable ten- focus on other problems, we cuwnderstanding of food to beyond
dency for solving problems. Werently face challenges in main- just the grocery store. Seeing
feel successful after solving a taining this level of success. Wdrow land and water are used to
problem, and that positive feel-ter and land are precious re-  produce food that ultimately
ing motivates us to face the nexgources that are required for Adinds its way to the grocery store,
problem. This amazing tendenayculture. These resources are Wwill lead to a better appreciation
has ensured endless progress iander increasing strain not onlyof these resources. The effort to
our society, and is a significant because of increasing demand raise awareness has to start lo-
reason of our success on this for food but also due to an in- cally, and be inclusive. Once
planet. For example, in the lastcreasing demand on these re- these challenges start showing up
few centuries we have seen thesources for other uses suchason soci etyods radar,
creation and use of postal ser- manufacturing and suburban ddeverage the natural human ten-
vice, telegraph, telephone, cell velopment. dency to solve problems and ad-
phone, and internet to solve the Without any action, the water dress these challenges appropri-
challenge of communicating witand land use challenges facingately.
each other. OnapersonallevelAgr i cul t ur e wi |llifeel blessed to hagegmwneup ly 6 s
if we take a peek at our-do radar only when they reach  in the small city of Livingston
lists we will find that many of catastrophic levels. In order to where my grandfather Malkeet
the items on there are steps to avoid that we need to raise  Singh Jhutti served as a Green
solve problems we encounter irawareness in society regarding Thumb, and feel fortunate to
our daily lives. current challenges faced by Aggerve the community by volun-
Agriculture has benefited frontulture. Before moving to Cen- teering as a Planning Commis-
the same human tendency andtral Valley, | spent my childhoodsioner since September 2013. My
successfully fulfilled our vital on our farm in North India sur- goal is to continue to learn about
need for food. In fact, we have rounded by a variety of livestocke pressing issues that affect us
done such a great job in servindincluding water buffalo), and locally and stay engaged so that
this vital need that the problem unobstructed views of green ric&e can solve these issues to-
of producing food has largely fields and golden wheat fields. gether.
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7 Reserve

By Daniel Toews

The Merced Vernal wildlife including several raresuburban development as well

Pools and Grassland R#ireatened and endangered as agriculture. The Merced
serve is the 39natural re- plant and animal species, sudfernal Pools and Grassland
serve to join the University ofas the California Tiger Sala- Reserve not only protects this
California Natural Reserve mander, the Succulent Owls resource, it offers UC Merced
System. Located next to the Clover and the Vernal Pool students, faculty and the
University of California, Tadpole Shrimp. Winter and Merced community the chance
Merced the Reserve encom- spring rains collect in the verto study and learn about this
passes more than 6,500 acresal pools that will support thismportant ecosystem. For
of protected rolling grasslandfagile ecosystem in the com:imore information contact Re-
and seasonal wetlands. It is timg dry months. This Reserveserve Director Chris Swarth at
first reserve located next to contains some of the densestswarth@ucmerced.edu or
any UC campus boundary anamount of vernal pools in  visit the Merced Vernal Pools
offers unigque educational andCalifornia that serves as an and Grassland Reserve web-
research opportunities for unimportant resource for nativesite:
dergraduate and graduate stspecies and migratory birds ofww.vernalpools.ucmerced.e
dents alike. the Pacific Flyway. Most ver-du

The Reserve is mostly dry nal pools in California have

and is host to a variety of  been destroyed by urban and

Merced Fair

This year the VLA fair booth won B
three first place ribbons! The win- and Most Educational. The |
ing ribbons were for Master Dairy fair theme was Saluting our!
Man in Display, Most Attractive, Farmers and Ranchers. VL/

SALUT I GROUE
DIVEDSCREIE

tied into this theme with their
booth "Saluting Our Diverse
Farmerso by shar
of various farmers throughout
Merced County. The farmers
highlighted represented a wide
variety of crops and nationali-

ties. To see more fair pictures
check out our Facebook page.
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On Tuesday, February 4th,
2014, Valley Land Alliance had
the privilege of honoring one of
our county's finest, Rod Web-
ster.A wonderful dinner at the

r of é.

the Sierra Club, serving as
their chairman, hosting events
at his home and speaking on
their behalf.He has been a
member of Mercedians

Fruit Barn in Merced was enjoyed Against Fracking, Merced Al-

by all in attendance.

A plaque stating, "In recognition and spoken on issues before
for outstanding leadership in pro-

liance for Responsible Growth

the Merced County Board of

tecting our natural resources and Supervisors regarding growth,
promoting conservation in Merced fracking, mining and roads, just to gracious personalityVe would

County," was presented to Rod
from Merced County Supervisor,
Linn Davis.

Rod has worked tirelessly for

name a few.

Rod accepted the award and
thanked Valley Land Alliance for
their work instead of promoting
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L to R Rob Webster receiving VLA Award
from Gary Lasky of the Sierra Club

once more like to thank Rod for
his countless hours of work to-

wards creating a better Merced
County.

years for the Merced Chapter of his own, which is typical of his Grants
We are

. grateful for the
Live Oak Farms John and
Nancy Cassidy
Here is one of the farm families we highlighted at the VLA Fair Booth. Family

Foundation, an

Bob Giampaoli is a 3rd over 80 yearsBob has advised fund of

generation farmerHis grandfa- been the Ranch Manager for Si(':ig?n”m\ﬁ':g/y
ther,_ I\/_Iarin_o Giam- 25 years.Live Oak Farm; Foundation,
paoli, immigrated from Italy  has also evolved into ship- which has

and settled in Le Grand, Ca  ping their own product as
where he started a growing angvell. Now his son, Domi-

awarded Valley
Land Alliance a

packing business of tomatoes nic, has joined him in the grant.
and bell peppers with two othefamily business and is a 4th

partners.The generation farmerBoth VLA is also

company is Bob and Dominic are gradu- grateful for the
known as ates of Fresno Stat@&ob's life planting row crops, and Rose

Live Oak work is farming and being a faibeing part of feeding the r;&”;:;‘gzrr‘

Farms, and honest business man, as well agrld, good, well grown g continued

has been in being an advocate for Agricul- crops. membership

business for ture. He loves working the soill, renewals and
new

memberships.

VLA Board Only by the
support of

Over the last five years ~ Board. Robby Avillais the ~ Magneson has moved into "7 Apeaob‘ljleetf
some of the roles on the President, Jean Okuye is an advisor position and reach many
VLA Board of Directors has the Vice President, Sarah  Nicole Alvernaz continues to people in

educating to
save farmland.
Thank you.

changed. Here is your cur-
rent Valley Land Alliance

Magneson is Secretary and participate.
Acting Treasurer, Charlie



