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Our Mission is to Educate and Build Alliances to protect our
uniquely productive California Central Valley farmland.
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Plans to Rein in Urban Sprawl

Recently in the news it was
reported that th&tanislaus
County Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission (LAFCo) is
going to take up the reins on
urban sprawl. Impatient with
the slow efforts of a group of
Stanislaus County mayors to
contain city growth,

LAFCo plans on going into
action itself to combat urban

you would prefer to
I that they can use to save farm-venue, Mooney Blvd., would

land instead of continually be threatened by pushing new
annexing it into city limits. projects far outside city limits
LAFCo is planning on forg- on rural farmland. They have
ing forward and developing  started a group called, 'Protec
policy of their own at this Visalia'.
time. Greenbelt buffers that In Los Angeles a proposed
stay firmly in place, higher development called Newhall
densities of growth required  Ranch which would eventu-
within city limits, and requir-  ally build thousands of homes
ing cities to preserve a set on a 12,000 acre site on the

NOT have us maill
you our newsletter. ItI
is available online orI
we can email it to |
you. Just send youl

email information to

info@valleylandalliance.org . I

sprawl. amount of farmland for each Santa Clara River has become
The mayor's group was acre they annex a concern for those who value
_____ working to- are some of  the river, the plants, and the
wards asking the animals that the development
voters to ap- items  threatens.
prove setting Ron Bottorff, chairman of
urban limits Friends of the Santa Clara
beyond River, said Newhall Ranch
which cities / would replace the area'’s river
could not \ banks with, "ugly strip malls
grow before and housing we don't
HIGHLIGHTS 2050. How- < need.™It's appalling that L.A.
_ ) ever after 15 \-\( __ LAFCo  County would be so reckless
SRR Months, two of the will be con-  with the last fredlowing river
The Spotlight 3 county's nine cities have still  sidering. in the region."

not taken action, and a county- People in Visalia are fight- Stanislaus County LAFCo,

wide vote is not in the picture ing a large proposed commer- those in Visalia who are re-

at this time. cial shopping area that devel- thinking urban sprawl, and the
Without anything in place to opers hope to build outside the'Friends of the Santa Clara

Magnesonds
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set limits for Stanislaus
County incorporated city
growth, the commissioners

annex 960 acres of mostly

city limits on Hwy 99. With
most of the Central Valley's

River' are three wonderful
examples of citizens who are

prime aglands located adjacentoncerned about saving our
approved a request by Ceres tbo Hwy 99 it is imperative that farmland, rivers and wildlife.

this land not be urbanized if

Are people and organizations

prime farmland. LAFCo com- possible. Those opposed to thestarting to wake up and take

missioners voiced that they
need requirements in place

Phone:(209) 3863572

project also cite a fear that
their longtime shopping

action? We hope so.

E-mail: info@valleylandalliance.org
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President Robby Avilla

8Th Annual Pick and
Gather at Riverdance
Farms and Merced
River Fair is June 2-3.

Enjoy local food, U -Pick
organic cherries and
blueberries, storytelling,
hay rides, live music,

camping.

For more information
goto
www.riverdancefarms.c
om
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We have been hearing on
the news that scientists and
medical doctors are con-
cerned about heliumit fills

up our children's pretty party a safe distance away.

balloons, but its alsoused

in medical supplies, technol-

ogy and researchAnd, it is

a finite resourceWhen it is

gone, it is gone.
Comedians made

light of the subject

matter of he-

lium. They

serious scientists on
television talking
about the dangers of
party balloons.lt is
hard to give up the
shiny thingdn life, even
hard for some to think it is

dent s

with thousandsipon needed much more in the
thousand®f homes neatly  future than it is to-
stacked up one after anothel day. However, oncaipona
inside gates to keep others ¢ -time in our countypretty
plans took precedence over
Most of these plans were fertile ground.

approved and many more Our Merced County Gen-
were waiting in the pipeline eral Plan, whiclis still be-
for their turn at batNow, it  ing formed, needs to be

e abided bywhen the next
building boom occursThe
cities in our county that
have formed updated,
enlarged growth spheres
need to stay within those
boundaries as they are al-
ready large enough for gen-
erations to comeCitizens
need to become aware of
Supervisors' voting records
seems incredible that people and take that into considera-
bought into these enormous tion when they go to the

something that one needs tovisions of glory on land that polls.

be concerned about at all.

| couldn't help but think
about the time, during a
housing boom that felt
catastrophido those of us
who value our agricultural
lands,when Valley Land
Alliance was trudging in and
out of the doors of the
Merced County Board of
Supervisor Chambers on a
regular basisWe did re-
search, wrote up comment
letters and spoke before a
board that was polite but,
almost unanimously voted
in favor of each and every
housing development that
came before them.

We saw the plansThey
were definitely bright and
shiny. Imagine tiny lakes
with little docks for each
home to tie theibrightly
paintedboats to, riding trails
winding into the sunset and
miniature manmade
lakes. Some were plans

HTTP://WWW. VALLEY

was used for farming or Valley Land Alliance
grazing. needs taontinue educating
What happened to these people about agricul-

plans that were too pretty to ture. We need to stay work-
resist? Some are still wait-  ing on positive projects like
ing for better times, some  the Green Tour and agritour-
are slowly fading ism. And, we need to keep
away. Developers have our leaders focused on what

gone into bank- is truly
ruptcy and in valuable
many instances about
the Merced Merced
County taxpay County-
ers picked up | it's not
the tab for shiny, in
county plan- factit's
ning work that quite
the develop- dirty...it is
erscouldn't 4 our valu-
cover. able range-
So you see, . lands and
we had our farmlands.

own version of
the helium bal-
loon tale

here. Our arable farmland is Robby Avilla
also finite, it grows our food

and fiber and it will be

LANDALLIANCE.ORG

Me s s a
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I h e S p Ot/IchehI spotlight, where take the light off ourselves and let it shine on

members of the community. We want to know what other people are doing and thinking.

New Blood, Old Roots

VLA is delighted to welcome Alliance Board, their love of farmScience in
new Board Members Sarah Magig and desire to preserve it rundBroadcast
neson deep. Journalism
and Sarah is currently teaching in and a minor
Nicole Merced County. She graduated in Agricul-
Alver- from California State University, tural Com-
naz. Stanislaus with a Bachelors of munications
Al- Arts in Liberal Studies. She is th&he is the &
M though granddaughter of Charlie and  granddaugh{#Ls
new to Sally Magneson. ter of Sweet Pt
the Nicole is the layout editor of thBotato Joe
Valley VLA newsletter. She graduated of Livingston.

Land from Cal Poly with a Bachelors of

Recycling

Daniel Toews

~
What can be recycled? Almost to a minimum. There are -
everything! That's the bottom line places out there that will

From an old pair of shoes to gro- take almost every type of
cery bags or that heaping pile of household waste and recy

junk in your backyard; it has the cle it... Some even pay for

Green Tour|2012

*Energy Efficiency Efforts in Action™

April 21, 2012

Drought Tolerant/Low Maintenance Landscaping

potential to become a renewable it! If you want access to
resource. With the overwhelming more information please
amount of recyclables that are bejoin me at the Green Tour
ing thrown in our landfills and the Site #10 on April 21st.

amount of waste that's being

Learn more about the one

SEE
FIRST
HAND

Whale House Energy Management Ventilation System
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Measures R
Recycled Construction Materials & Design

Energy Efficiency and Enviranmental Design LEARN what you can dal |
Solar Energy Research & Applications EARN savings too! |
Water Resource Management Systems

Tour

dumped into our rivers and oceanday event at
it's time for ", allofus www.valleylandalliance.or

to play or reading further in this
Lj‘ =
v S

our newsletter.
part at

keep-

ing this

non-

sense

Options

Advance
Ticket
Purchase

Contact
Information

Walliny Land Aliancn | APG Salar | UT Mareed | VIA

Self-guided from 10 AM -5 PM
Bus Tour* from 10 AM - 3 PM

(*Advanced Purchase only/Limited SeatingLunch Inchatod Time is appros }

Merced Multicultural Arts Center, B45 W. Man 5t Mercad
California Welcome Genter, 710 . 16th St Merced
Merced Gardens and Nursery. b, Hwy 59 al Tahos 51, Mered

Jean Okuye (200) 304-2421
Stave Gale (200) 358-1468

www.valleylandalliance.org
Facebook.com/ValleyLandAlliance

Special Thanks:

| Locatian
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"This award
IS given once
ayear to an
agribusiness
that
demonstrate
excellence in
conserving,
maintaining
and
improving
our natural

resources and gave the Magnesd

environment
by using
innovative
and
progressive
business
pract.

s Magneson Family Hi
On Sunday, February overnight when rain ruined their
5th, Valley Land Alliance planned camping experienbg

held its Fifth Annual Meeting withthe river.While in Palo Alto, the |
invited guests and a wonderful Livingston students were able to F

dinner at the Merced Fruit share the home of Charlie and
Barn. Local wine and cheese wassally's daughter and sam-law,
served at the event. Nancy and John Cassidy. an agricultural conservation ease-

The honorees in attendance After the presentations were ment on their property to protect
were Charlie and Sally Magnesomyver Sally Magneson spoke of hdtg agricultural productivity into
along with three of their children, shocked she was when she arrivg@rpetuity. These things speak di-
Nancy, Scott and John, and manyn Merced County in 194 start rectly to their love of the land, its
other extended famlly members farmingwith Charlie after the|r most bountiful productive capabili-

Supervisor == 1. ysxz e ties, and their
Deidre Kelsey steadfast and
undying com-
mitment to the
preservation

family a certificatef
from the Merced
County Board of
Supervisors for . B : :
their continued L e ; -4 valuable non-
support in farm- Nd 3

land protection ang!  resources,

C Steiv rdship. farmland in
Robby Avilla, the Central
President of Valle : , , San Joaquin
Land Alliance, gave a presentatlon Val l ey .0

on the accomplishments of VLA marriage Previously she thought Charlie Magneson has served on
and the many involvements the of farms as the rolling pastures othe executive board of Valley Land
organization has had over the  horse farms in KentuckyWhat  Alliance since its inceptiorin her
years.She talked about the Magnehe saw when she came to Mercaddress to the crowd of people
sonfamily's involvement in Paly- County was differentdiowever,  celebrating the Magneson fam-
living which is a yearly event in  she said it has been a wonderful ily at the meeting Robby Avilla
which Livingston High School life and a wonderful area to remembered how often Charlie
students and Palo Alto High raisetheir children. took it upon himself to go speak
School students join together to  In 2007, the Magneson family directly to various people on
learn about Merced County agri- was selected to receive the CentflLA's behalf.Avilla said, "Charlie
culture and environmental issuesValley Farmland Trust Agricul- always got a positive response be-
and get a lesson in Palo Alto urb4ural Stewardship AwardAccord- cause nobody can say 'no’ to Char-
living as well. ing to the Trust, "This award is lie." All in the audience nodded in
It was remembered that on ondgiven once a year to an agribusi-agreementThis caring and honor-
Palyliv- ness that demonstrates excellenable man, and his equally wonder-
ing event in conserving, maintaining and  ful family, havegiven so mucho
Sally and improving our natural resources Merced County and Valley Land
Charlie and environment by using innovaAlliance over the year8ecause
Magne- tive and progressive business prau-the love they all sharfer their
5 son tices."Bill Martin, Executive Di- farmland, which they have spent
Y housed rectorofthe Truss ai d, i their éfetimes respecting and pro-
many of Magnesons and their family farmtecting, it was Valley Land Alli-
- the stu- were singled out for this prestig- ance's pleasure to honor them at
dents ious award. They agreed to placeour Annual meeting and dinner.

VALLEY LAND ALLIANCE HTTP://WWW. VALLEY LANDALLIANCE.ORG
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Brain Teaser

1. Production agriculture and the United States
food processing in Merced
County employs what percentage3. How many differ-
of the workforce? ent agricultural prod-
a. 16% ucts are produced by
b. 33% Merced County farmers

c. 25% a. 110
b. 89
2. Merced County is home to c. 75 what percentage of the remaining
the: California wetlands?
a. largest poultry processing 4. The Central Valley of Califor- a. 15%
plant in the world nia stretches: b. 25%
v b. largest a. 320 miles north to south c. 33%
winery in the b. 400 miles north to south To get the correct answers to this
world C. 443 miles north to south quiz go
c. largest to www.valleylandalliance.org
single site 5. 95 % of California's wetlands
cheese have been lost to urbaniza-
plant in tion. Merced County houses

Valley Land Alliance In Action

Grants

Advocacy for protecting our two new board mem- o0k you to
farmland: We continue Green Tour will be April 21, 2012.  bers, Nicole Alvernaz anc the Rose
to attend city council Tickets and information will be on ouSarah Magneson. Foundation
meetings in Merced VLA website and at several stops: which
and Livingston and  Merced Arts Center downtown Our website continues to graciously
also meetings on the Merced, Merced Gardens and Nursehge updated almost daily, continues to

Merced County general plan update.north Hwy 59 at Tahoe, and also at thiganks to Robby and Ros support us.
California Welcome Center, 71016 Avilla. We are reaching

Country Ventures (CV): To educate Vreet, Merced or by phoning Jean atmany people as we have

have placed a new large sign on HW209756-2421. GO GREEN TO SAVEnor e t han 10, 000 o6hi ts

140 which gives information to travel GREEN!

ers they can download from the coun- Regional farm tour for Jun 24 is being

tryventures.org website. In the near Our first Annual meeting was a hugeplanned which will invite people to

future two large signs and severalcrepuccess. Hel d at st®Reaagaboutdwielse faves indlerced

signs will be placed on Hwy 165 frontruit- and Stanislaus

Turlock to Los Banos. The 20 minutebarnFebruary El%: = ﬂ,J;.ja\\ Counties.
audio tour will available on CDs and 5. See article {EI"% : ’
also on the CV website. and pictures. COUﬂI—tI.Wy' 140 Ule TOU‘I Palyliving,

ryven

Livingston and
Palo Alto student
exchange, is plan-
ning a river trip.

unres.org

We recog-
Sharing farming ideas with Japanesenized the
Several groups of Japanese visitors Magneson
have expressed their interest in our Family and
tours. introduced


http://www.valleylandalliance.org/

State Park Support

St ate Par ks & dstsovill linger and contribute to Merced River State Parks open.

sures mean fewer the local com- Donations can be emailed to
places for people munity. About www.emrcd.org or mailed to

to legally reach 40,000 visitors East Merced Resource Conser-
the Merced River annually use  vation District,

to recreate which the two State (EMRCD) 2135 Wardrobe Ave,
puts pressures on Parks along Ste C, Merced Ca 95341.

all land owners Merced River

along the river. in Merced

Local businesses County.

will also suffer if Please con-

State Parks close as fewer tour-sider contributing to keep these > _adhad X

http://www.valleylandalliance.org

- g

Valley Land Alliance

PO Box 102
Cressey, California 95312

Feel Free to Cut Out

Become a member of
Valley Land Alliance to-
day! Membership dona-
tions are:

%15 Student

_____ $50 Family
_____$25Individual
_____$100 We give you a
gift!

Checks can be mailed

to:
Valley Land Alliance
P.O. Box 102
Cressey, CA 95312

Or pay by credit card

online at: http://www.
valleylandalliance.orqg




